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New Hampshire Farm Bureau 
Federation NHFB stands as the 

leading voice for farmers and rural life 
in the Granite State, tirelessly advocating 
for the interests of our agricultural 
community. Our commitment extends 
beyond advocacy; we are dedicated to 
keeping our members and stakeholders 
informed on a range of topics, from crucial 
legislative updates to the latest research 
and inspiring stories that showcase 
the rich diversity of New Hampshire 
Agriculture.

In alignment with this mission, we 
proudly publish our newspaper, The 

Communicator. This invaluable resource 
is distributed to nearly 2,800 NH Farm 
Bureau member homes, as well as to key 
stakeholders including members of the 
press, other agricultural organizations, and 
all 424 members of the New Hampshire 
General Court. By advertising in The 
Communicator, you not only gain exposure 
to a broad audience of farmers, gardeners, 
loggers, property owners, and local food 
consumers, but you also reinforce your 
brand’s commitment to supporting and 
nurturing the agricultural community.

2,800 
Avg. Circulation per issue in 2025

32 page

11” X 17” Tabloid style newspaper

4
Issues per year

   The Communicator is web offset printed on 35# 
Highbright paper. Final reproduction quality of all 
advertising is contingent on the materials furnished. 
Due to the nature of web offset printing, color 
reproduction may vary from proofs and originals 
provided. 
   Ad placement is at the discretion of the editor. 
Requests will be filled based on space availability.
   New Hampshire Farm Bureau and it’s staff reserve 
the right to reject any advertising. Initial acceptance 
of an ad does not commit New Hampshire Farm 
Bureau to publish it. 
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Jon Hutton of Coppal House 
Farm is one of the many farms 
in New Hampshire who works 
alongside animals on the farm. 
Take a look at the featuresd 
stories from our member farms 
in this issue to learn more 
about how our animal partners 
contribute to work on the farm. 
READ MORE on pages 8-12.
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NHFB 2025 Annual Business 
Meeting Report
by Rob Johnson, NHFB Policy Director/Administrator

ANNUAL MEETING - CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Photo by Perfect Photos
 County Farm Bureau delegates along with NH 
Farm Bureau Federation (NHFB) officers and directors 
convened for the annual business meeting of the 
organization Saturday morning, November 8th at the 
Common Man Claremont Restaurant.
 Following breakfast, the business meeting 
convened at just after 7:30 a.m. with President Joyce 
Brady’s call to order. After pledge led by Amy 
Matarozzo and an invocation provided by Jozi Best, a 
roll-call of the “House of Delegates” was conducted by 
Sullivan County Farm Bureau host county President 
Lisa Holmes with 28 County Farm Bureau delegates in 
attendance (see accompanying list). Each county Farm 
Bureau is entitled to two delegates with one additional 
delegate for each 200 members or major portion thereof 
(100+) members in the county. Delegates have the 
responsibility of electing officers, approving changes 
to the constitution, and determining the organization’s 
policies. Only delegates, and not officers, vote on these 
matters. 
 The first major order of business was to elect 
the officers to lead NH Farm Bureau in 2026. A slate 
of candidates was put forward by Henry Ahern, chair 
of the Nominating Committee. The officers elected for 
2026:

*President – Joyce Brady, Columbia (Livestock)
*First Vice-President – Beth Hodge, Hinsdale (Dairy)  
*Second Vice President – Tom McElroy, Newton 
(Ornamental Greenhouse)
Second Vice-President – Mark Florenz, Keene (Swine)
*Treasurer – Seth Wilner, Newport (Garlic)
* Denotes incumbent
Primary farming enterprise is in parenthesis.  

WINTER 2026
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LOVE IN THE
FIELDS

Spring issue will
be celebrating love
in the fields and
ag-based weddings!

We want to hear from 
you by April 17!

Contact us at
editor@nhfarmbureau.org
or call the office at
603.224.1934

The Communicator’s 
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County Farm Bureaus across 
the state gathered in September 
and October for their annual 
meetings. The meetings not only 
focused on grassroots policy 
making, but also informational 
speeches, a bit of dancing, 
and enjoying networking over 
hearty meals. Read more about 
each meeting, like the Carroll 
County Annual Meeting as seen 
above, on pages 10, 11 & 14.
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Small Family Farms, The Roots of 
American Agriculture
by Samantha Ayoud, Associate Economist, and 
Faith Parnum, Economist, AFBF Market Intel

SMALL FAMILY FARMS - CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Photo by Nadia Carpenter

When people are asked what a “small farm” is, they may 
base their answer on the number of acres or number of 
animals a farm has – and they often assume that there 
aren’t many of them. However, small, family-owned 
farms continue to dominate the makeup of American 
farms and ranches across the country.

USDA considers any place that has at least $1,000 of ag-
ricultural product sales as a farm. The Census of Agri-
culture reports 25% of farms with no sales in any year, 
and 30% with less than $10,000 in sales. Regardless, these 
farms are important community members and may be 
contributing to the local food system. With such variation 
in farm size and structure nationwide, USDA considers 
small farms as those with less than $350,000 of gross cash 
farm income (GCFI), regardless of whether the owner’s 
primary job is farming.

It’s important to note that GCFI, discussed in detail 
below, is not a measure of profit. Recent forecasts of net 
farm income show warning signs for farmers nationwide. 

FALL 2025   
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We wish you a wonderful We wish you a wonderful 
holiday season!holiday season!

Thank you for  
your membership and support 

of our organization.

New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation
295 Sheep Davis Road, Concord, NH 03301

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NH Farm Bureau

the voice of agriculture
The official newspaper of the New Hampshire 
Farm Bureau Federation.  

BRINGING NEWS TO NH FARM BUREAU FAMILIESBRINGING NEWS TO NH FARM BUREAU FAMILIES

National News

THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE N.H. FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

Beth Hodge and Peter Weeks 
were among the many members 
who gathered at Osborne Farm 
in Loudon on Saturday, July 
19th for the NHFB Summer 
Picnic. The day was filled with 
good food, friendly faces, farm-
themed lawn games (like the 
favorite skillet and hay bales 
tosses), and an abundance of 
local raffle prizes. See more 
picnic snapshots on page 13.
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2025 Legislative Review
by Rob Johnson, NHFB Policy Director/Administrator

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW - CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Photo by Rob Johnson
The disposition of bills followed by Farm Bureau in 
the New Hampshire Legislature this year. At the end of 
a bill’s number and a description in bold print is Farm 
Bureau’s position (if we took one) on the bill.

Bills Signed into Law – not including State Budget bills 
HB 1 & HB 2 (for information on these bills see the 
Friday Review dated 6/27/25

HB 86-FN-LOCAL, increasing the cost of service for 
notice of civil forfeiture of unlicensed dogs to the rate for 
certified mail. (RSA 466:14)

Effective: 7/7/25, Chapter Law 7.

HB 87-FN, prohibiting the posting of land not owned by 
the poster.
Adds specific language (bold italics print below) to RSA 
635:5, the penalty section for the Prescribed Manner of 
Posting statute (RSA 635:4), prohibiting the unauthorized 
posting of the property of another.  

SUMMER 2025   
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SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

CELEBRATING THE 

FAMILY FARM: 

FROM LARGE TO SMALL

NHFB SUPPORTS IT ALL!

NH FARM BUREAU 
ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 8, 2025635:4 Prescribed Manner of Posting. – A person may 

post his land to prohibit criminal trespass and physical 
activities by posting signs of durable material with any 
words describing the physical activity prohibited, such 
as “No Hunting or Trespassing”, printed with block 
letters no less than 2 inches in height, and with the 
name and address of the owner or lessee of such land. 
Such signs shall be posted not more than 100 yards 
apart on all sides and shall also be posted at gates, 
bars and commonly used entrances. This section shall 
not prevent any owner from adding to the language 
required by this section.
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Strafford County Farm Bureau 
hosted their twelfth annual 
fundraiser breakfast on April 
6th at the Jeremiah Smith 
Grange Hall in Lee, NH. Read 
more on this collaborative 
effort between SCFB and the 
Durham and Lee Agricultural 
Commissions on page 23!
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Federal Legislation is in the Hopper
by Rob Johnson, NHFB Policy Director/Administrator

FEDER AL LEGISLATION - CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Photo by Matt Scruton
Farm Bureau urges you contact your members of 
Congress to ask them to cosponsor the bills outlined 
below important to you.    

Note: it is common for legislation in Congress to be 
introduced in both the House (H.R.) and Senate (S.) as 
companion bills. The purpose being to streamline the 
legislative process. Introducing companion bills can 
help facilitate a smoother and potentially quicker path 
for legislation to become law as it allows the House 
and Senate to work concurrently. Even though the bills 
may have identical or very similar language, different 
bill numbers are assigned by each body. House bills 
are sponsored by Representatives and Senate bills are 
sponsored by Senators.      

Bill Seeks to Address Shortage of Veterinary Services
Rural Veterinary Workforce Act

(H.R.2398 & S.1163)
      Reintroduced on March 27th, the bill seeks to help address 
the shortage of veterinarians nationwide, particularly

SPRING 2025   
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