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The Young Farmers (YF) stand tall and 
proud on the rooftop of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF) office building, 
with the United States Capitol building in 
the center of the Washington DC skyline 
behind them. From left to right are Travis 
Comtois, Katrina Klobucher, Caroline 
Crouch, Kailee DiRienzo, Amelia Evans-
Brown, Jordan Bell, Patrick Marcoux, and 
Sydney Wilson. The YF members were in 
DC from July 23-26, attending legislative 
training held by the AFBF. Read the story 
on page 15. (Photo by AFBF staff member 
Arica Hamilton)
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NH FARMERS FACE 
WEATHER CHALLENGES

By Robert Johnson ll, Policy Director/Acting 
Administrator
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The disposition of bills followed by Farm Bureau in the New 
Hampshire Legislature this year. In bold print following each 
bill number and description is the position taken by Farm 
Bureau.

Bills Signed into Law 

State Budget Bills: HB 1-A, making appropriations for the 
expenses of certain departments of the state for fiscal years 
ending June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025. & HB 2-FN-A-L, 
relative to state fees, funds, revenues, and expenditures.
A review of items of interest in the state budget will 
be provided in the November/December issue of The 
Communicator.

Effective: 7/1/23, Chapter Law 79 (of the Laws of 2023). 

HB 79, (New Title) establishing a committee to study the New 
Hampshire law relative to standards for farm products and 
marketing and grading commodities.
The duties of the study committee are to review RSA 426, 
Standards for Farm Products and RSA 434, Marketing and 
Grading of Certain Commodities and to assess the following:

I.  Are statutes consistent with current regulatory needs and 
practices?

II.  Are there overlapping, redundant, or conflicting statutes in 
RSA 426 and RSA 434?

III.  Do any statutes need to be transferred from one chapter to 
the other to provide clarity and consistency?

A report is due on or before November 1.

Effective: 5/4/23. Chapter Law 12. Support.
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NH AGRICULTURE IN THE 
CLASSROOM UPDATE

HIPPOTHERAPY IN NH

106TH ANNUAL MEETING
November 3 & 4, 2023
The Backyard Brewery 

1211 South Mammoth Road 
Manchester, NH

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
• PESTICIDE WORKSHOP
• FARM TOURS 
• YOUNG FARMER DISCUSSION MEET
• MEET & GREET SOCIAL
• AWARDS

I N FOR M AT ION ON PAGE 19
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Circulation & Advertising Rate Information

New Hampshire Farm Bureau 
Federation is the preeminent 

advocacy group supporting farmers 
and rural life in the Granite State. We 
take pride in keeping our members and 
stakeholders informed, whether it be 
about legislative affairs, new research, 
or feature stories sharing the diversity of 
New Hampshire Agriculture. As part of 
that effort, our award winning newspaper, 

The Communicator, is mailed to just under 
3,000 NH Farm Bureau member homes in 
addition to members of the press, other 
agricultural organizations, and all 424 
members of the New Hampshire General 
Court.  Advertising in The Communicator 
puts your products and/or services in 
front of farmers, gardeners,  loggers, 
property owners, local food consumers, 
and so much more!   

3,100 
Avg. Circulation per issue in 2023

24 page

11” X 17” Tabloid style newspaper

6
Issues per year

The Communicator is web offset printed on 
35# Highbright paper. Final reproduction 
quality of all advertising is contingent on 
the materials furnished. Due to the nature 
of web offset printing, color reproduction 
may vary from proofs and originals 
provided. 

Ad placement is at the discretion of 
the editor. Requests will be filled based on 
space availability. 

New Hampshire Farm Bureau and 
it’s staff reserve the right to reject any 
advertising. Initial acceptance of an ad 
does not commit New Hampshire Farm 
Bureau to publish it. 

For more information contact: Elizaabeth M. Jenkins, Editor - 
603.348.7121 (c) 603.224.1934 (o) 

elizabethjcommunications@gmail.com or editor@nhfarmbureau.org
For more information contact Leandra Pritchard

leandrap@nhfarmbureau.org  |  603.224.1934
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ABOVE PHOTO
Executive Councilor Dave Wheeler and his 
wife Joy pose for a photo on their Miracle 
Acres Farm in Milford. In an article on 
page 17, they share their story about family, 
farming, giving back to their community, 
and speaking up for NH farmers.  (Photo 
and caption by Elizabeth M. Jenkins.)
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BELKNAP COUNTY 
SCHOOL-TO-FARM DAY

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW-
STATE BUDGET

Pursuant to RSA 79-A:4 II., the following 
public forums will be held to accept general 
comment on the Current Use law. Comments 
may also be submitted by e-mail to cub@dra.
nh.gov or by mail to: Current Use Board c/o 
NH Department of Revenue Administra-
tion, PO Box 487, Concord NH 03302-0487.

Wednesday, November 8, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
NH Fish and Game, Region 3 Office

225 Main Street, Durham

Thursday, November 9, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
North Country Resource Center

629B Main Street, Lancaster

Monday, November 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
NH Fish and Game, Region 4 Office

15 Ash Brook Court, Keene

Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 1:00 p.m.
NH Department of Revenue 

Administration*
109 Pleasant Street, Concord

This public forum will be immediately 
followed by a  regular CUB meeting.
*Picture ID will be required when entering 
building.

For inquiries, contact the CUB Clerk at 
603-230-5096 or e-mail to cub@dra.nh.gov.

The Current Use Board (CUB) is in the process of 
developing a model that will be used internally 
to update the Farm Land assessment range under 
Current Use. The current range of $25-425 per acre 
has not changed in many years. The CUB is looking 
to develop a model that will annually be used to 
update Farm Land assessment through transparent 
and defensible methodologies, similar to the Forest 
Land model used by the CUB since 2009.  Towards 
this goal, as an agricultural economist, board 
member Anton Bekkerman was tasked with putting 
together models for the CUB’s consideration. The 
CUB decided to move forward by presenting a 
Farm Income Capitalization model at this year’s 
public forums and seeks comments from the public. 
Bekkerman, the Director of the NH Agricultural 
Experiment Station, represents the UNH College 
of Life Sciences and Agriculture as the Dean’s 
representative on the CUB. At each of the public 
forums he will make the PowerPoint presentation 
printed on pages 10 and 11. Farm Bureau will be 
providing comments and urges members to attend 
a forum, ask questions, and comment.         
                                   SLIDES ON PAGES 10 AND 11

CUB Sets 2023 Public 
Forums Schedule

Seeks Comment on Draft Farm 
Land Assessment Model

November 3 & 4, 2023

106th Annual Meeting Hosted By 
Rockingham County Farm Bureau

Register by October 27th

Online at nhfarmbureau.org/2023-annual-meeting or Call the Office at 603.224.1934

The Backyard Brewery 
1211 South Mammoth Road 

Manchester, NH

Friday, November 3, 2023
5:00pm    Young Farmer Discussion Meet
6:00pm    Young Farmer Awards Presentations 
        NHFB Members Meet & Greet with Appetizers  $15/person

Saturday, November 4, 2023
7:00am     Delegate Breakfast & Delegate Session
8:30am     Alternative Forages for NH (1 Pesticide Credit)
9:30am     Managing Mycotoxins in Corn & Forages (1 Pesticide Credit)
10:30am   Let’s Talk Value - Austin Large, AFBF
11:30am   Lunch Banquet & Award Presentations  $20/person
12:15pm  Turbo County Planning: Five Steps to Fabulous - Margee Wolff, AFBF
2:00pm    Tours: Backyard Brewery or Lemay & Sons Beef

or Online at nhfarmbureau.org/2023-annual-meeting
MORE INFORMATION ON PAGE 13
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Current Use Board 
2023 Public 

Forum Schedule
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Ads are due the first Friday of the month 
prior to the next publication:

Deadline Dates:

Mar/Apr 2024 issue:  February 2, 2024
May/Jun 2024 issue:  April 5, 2024
July/Aug 2024 issue:  June 7, 2024
Sept/Oct 2024 issue:  August 2, 2024
Nov/Dec 2024 issue:  October 4, 2024
Jan/Feb 2025 issue:  December 6, 2024

• Ad format: CMYK PDF. Best if built in Adobe 
Illustrator as CMYK and exported as a CMYK 
PDF. 

• Resolution must be at least 300 dpi
• Ads may be adjusted to fit specifications

CLASSIFIED 
ADS

Classified ads with up to 100 words are free for NHFB members. Non-member classified 
ads will be charged $10 for 25 words, $.50 for each additional word. If you’re not a 
member yet, consider joining to access even more benefits. Don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to promote your business, services, or products to a wider audience today.

For more information contact:
Elizabeth M. Jenkins- 
Managing Editor
el izabethjcommunicat ions@
gmail.com
603.348.7121

NH Farm Bureau Federation
295 Sheep Davis Road
Concord, NH 03301
Office Phone: 603.224.1934
Fax: 603.228.8432
editor@nhfarmbureau.org
A recent copy of The 
Communicator may be furnished 
upon request.
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•	 Payment will be collected 

Ads and payment are due the first Friday of the 
month prior to the next publication.

Deadline Dates:
     Mar/Apr 2024 issue: 	    February 2, 2024
     May/June 2024 issue: 	   April 5, 2024
     July/Aug 2024 issue: 	    June 7, 2024
     Sept/Oct 2024 issue: 	    August 2, 2024
     Nov/Dec 2024 issue: 	    October 4, 2024
     Jan/Feb 2025 issue: 	    December 6, 2024 

•	 Ad format: CMYK PDF. Best if built in Adobe 
Illustrator as CMYK and exported as a CMYK 
PDF.

•	 Resolution must be at least 300 dpi
•	 Ads may be adjusted to fit specifications
•	 Payment must be received by the first Friday of the 

month (the Deadline) prior to the next publication.

For more information contact:

Leandra Pritchard
Managing Editor
leandrap@nhfarmbureau.org
603.224.1934

NH Farm Bureau Federation
295 Sheep Davis Road
Concord, NH 03301
nhfarmbureau.org

A recent copy of  
The Communicator may be 
furnished upon request.


